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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20. 
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The ure Shepherd 


JAMES H. McCONKEY 


The 25rd Psalm 
(From The Christ Life) 


Not Want" [v. 1) 


If sheep could talk, and a wise 
and foolish sheep were holding con- 


verse, I fancy the foolish sheep 
would speak after this fashion: “I 
know where the crystal brook 
babbles from the grotto, and I shall 
never want for drink. I know 
where the great oak spreads its 
leafy branches, and I shall not 
want for shade. I know the green 
pastures of tender grass, and I) 
shall never want for food. 


+ = e- -- -e- S 


| all the vicissitudes of human favor | 
and fortune. 


Therefore, because the Lord is 


_my shepherd: 


"The Lord Is My Shepherd: | Shall | 


| Shall Not Want — 


| 


| 


—— eo ———_ 


Leave It With Him 


Yes, leave it with Him; the lilies 
all do, 
And they grow; 
| They grow in the rain, 
grow in the dew — 
Yes, they grow. 


They growin the darkness, all hid 
in the night, 
They grow in the’ sunshine, re- 


WHEN THE BREAD CEASES | 


You remember our Lord’s words | 
to Satan in the wilderness tempta- | 
tion: 
alone, but by every word which 
proceedeth out of the mouth of 


‘“‘Man,shall not live by bread | 


God.’ Christ here teaches a great 


dual lesson. First man 
by bread. To deny this would be 
foolish and fanatical. Our usual 
everyday bread supply is the means 


by which God commonly keeps us. 


l know | 


‘ise from the 


where the door of the fold stands 
wide open, and I shall never want 
for refuge. I know these things | 
and I shall never want.” 

And then I hear the wise sheep 
answering thus: “Oh, foolish sheep: 
Suppose the pastures of green and 
tender grass should dry up, what. 
would you do ‘for food? Suppose 


the woodman comes and cuts down 


the spreading oak tree, where 
would be your shade’? suppose the 
sun of summer dries up the bab 
bling brook, how would you quench 
your. thirst? Suppose the gaunt 
gray wolf leaps into the fold, 
where would you go for protec- 
tion? Oh, foolish sheep: i have 
a better reason than yours for not 
wanting. I have the best shep- 


herd in the world, therefore I shall 


It is for 


things by our own right hand, 
business skill | 


not want. If the brook dries up | 
He will find another for me. If 
the tree is cut down by the wood- 
man’s axe, He will lead me to the | 
shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land. If the pastures dry up under 
the summer's sun, He knows how | 
to find others. And when the wolf 
comes, He will lay down His life, 


* nee . for His sh . Oh, fool- | 
if need be, for His sheep 01~ | Rave hidden from 


ish sheep! I shall never want; not 
because 
change, or 
but in the Shepherd who changeth 
not, nor doth He ever fail.” 

We men and women argue a 
good deal, after this same fashion, 
do we not? We say, “I am keen 
of brain and skillful of hand, there- 
fore I shall not want. The balance 
in my bank account is a comfort- 
able one; therefore I shall not 
want. I have influential friends at 
court, therefore I shail not want. 
l am strong in body, and able to 
make my living, therefore I shall 
not want.” But the bank may 
break, and the clear head fail, and 
the skillful hand lose its cunning, 
and friends play us false, and when 
these are gone where will we be? 
Then it is that we need this su- 
preme truth: It ts not the favor- 
ableness of our circumstances, but 
the fact of the Lord’s Shepherdship 
which is the perpetual pledge that 
we shall not want. Back of all cir- 
cumstances is God. Circumstances 
may and do change, but God, never. 
Neither abundance nor want can 
affect the fact of shepherdship. The 
conditions of the sheep may change 
but the shepherdship of the sheep 
is eternal. The visible bread may 
dwindle, but the invisible Bread 
Maker remains. Your little store 
of silver and gold’ may shrink but 

you shall not want. Friends may 
prove false in the hour of test, but 

you shall not want.. Old age 
with its limitations and infirmities 
may be creeping upon you, but - 
you shall not want. Strength may 
wane, health fail, earthly supply 
be cut off, but — you shall not 
want. When you and I say, ‘The 
Lord is my Shepherd,” that means 
the Lord stays my Shepherd amid 


[ trust in things that may | 


m the ‘ove false, | oe’ ’ 
men that prov . of the Spirit into the wilderness.’ 


| 


i'that is as 


herd, 


But there is another truth. Man 
does not live by bread alone. His 
life is from God. And God prom- 
ises to sustain him even when the 
bread ceases. Those words of prom- 
mouth of God are as 
sure as bread itself. A man may 
count upon them as certainly 
the loaf he can see, touch 
taste. “‘My God shall supply all 
your need” That is as sure as 
whole-wheat bread. “I will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee” 
good as sterling silver 
“The Lord is my Shep- 
I shall not want” that is 


ad 


and 


and goid 


‘as certain as green pastures, flow- 


ing streams, and full méngers. 


‘and gold 


God 
does not fail because bread fails. 

God sometimes suffers 
come into breadless places. 
our own spiritual good. 
For when bread is a-plenty, silver 
without stint, business 
prospering by leaps and bounds, we 
forget God. We grow self-depend- 
ent. We are getting all these 
our 


us to 


Why? 


own keen brain, our 
and foresight. God ceases to be a 
factor in our lives. Faith in Him 
grows dim and faint. Second causes 
our sight and 
faith the shepherd -Lord who is | 
back of them all. So we are “led | 


does live } 


|Whatever 


vealed by the light — 
Still they grow. 


They ask nbt your planting; they 
need not your care 


As they grow. 
Dropped down in the valley, the 
field —- anywhere — 
Yet they grow, 
They grow in their beauty, ar- 
rayed in pure white; 
They grow, clothed in glory, by 


Heaven's own light — 
sweetly they grow. 


and they 


| 


| heathen. 
'wonderful to be 


—_————— 


V 


HEAVEN 


V. For the Christian To Die Is Gain. 
VI. Christ the Way ‘Tio Heaven: 


How 'To 


Make Sure You Are Going There. 


BY JOHN R. RICE, D.D. 


‘and will come for us. 


He said, 


die in the Lord. 


(Continued from last week) 


V. For the Christian "To Die Is 
Gain;'' We Should Long 
For Heaven 
We Christians often act like 


We preach that it is 
a Christian, that 


it is Heaven to gain and Hell to} 


hie. 


shun. Then when one of our loved | 
ones die, we act like it was all a/| 
Our actions say that this world 


is better than the next, that death 


The grasses are clothed, and the | 
ravens are fed, 
From His store; 
But you who are guarded and | 
loved and led 
lLlow much more 
Will He clothe you, feed you, and 
give you His care 
Then leave it with Him; He has, 
everywhere, 
Ample store. 
Yes, leave it with Him: ‘tis more 
dear to His heart, 


You will know, 

Than the lilies that blooin or 
flowers that start 
"Neath the snow. 
you need, 
in prayer, 

You can leave it with 

are His care. 


the 


if 


you ask it 
Him, for you 


Selected. 


Sunday in Dallas 


| 


| We come into a desert place where | 
there is no visible supply of bread, 
| that we may be thrown upon God 


Himself and realize the shepherd- 
ship which has been back of these 
things in our life, yet unrecognized 
by us. 

Christian business 
trusting in God Himself, or trust- 
ing the second causes through 
which God is caring for you? Busi- 
ness has been prospering; all 
things have been going well with 
you. But suppose there comes a 
depression, a break in the bank, 
a slump in the stock market, a 
failure in health. When that hap- 
pens remember this: the most 
heart-searching test of your life 
will come when, stripped of the 
ordinary means of support, you 
come face to face with the fact 
that instead of trusting God you 
have been trusting the circum- 
stances through which God ordi- 
narily works. And the failure of 
these has thrown you into a very 
panic of fear at the thought of 
trusting God alone, and every word 
which proceedeth out of His mouth. 
And this also will come to pass: 

Satan will tempt you to make 


man, are you 


stone bread. And what is that? - It 
is the bread of unfaith. It is the 
unlawful bread. It is the bread 


you make when you come into a 
place of pinch and test, and instead 
of trusting the Shepherd to care 
for you, you make bread by un- 
lawful means. It is bread made out- 
side of the will of God. When, in 
time of stress you use false 
weights, you overreach your fel- 
low; you stoop to fraud and trick- 
iness; you substitute shiftiness and 


Pastor John R. Rice will be heard 
four times Sunday as follows: 

1. On radio WRR, 7:30 a.m. 

2. 9:30 a.m. teaches large adult 
Bible class at Fundamentalist Bap- 
tist Church, Sunset and Tyler. Les- 
son, Acts, chapter fourteen. 

3. Sunday morning sermon, 10:45 
a.m. 

4. Evening sermon, 7:45 p.m. 

Every member and friend is 
urged to be much in prayer about 
our building fund. Glorious reports 
are expected Sunday. Practically 
the entire congregation agreed to 
give to the building fund all they 
make on Friday, May Sth. Dont 
miss these testimonies. Remember 
our efforts to. raise $3,000 cash 
in ninety days; that is, $1,000 each 
month. More money: must be in 
hand before we can let contract for 
the first unit of our building. Bids 
will be received as soon as possible. 
Plans should be completed Monday. 

There will be baptizing Sunday 
night after the sermon. You are 
urged to bring unsaved friends and 
loved ones and earnestly pray for 
their conversion Sunday. 


pennies 


dishonesty for simple faith in your 
Shepherd Lord — that is making 
stone bread. And you may make 
it if you choose even as Jesus could 
have made it if He had chosen. But 
you cannot afford it. And if you 
do and pile up enough of it to be 
what men call rich, yet you will not 
be “rich toward God.” 
| Shall Not Want — 
WHEN THE TOIL FAILS 
That was a great lesson the 
Master taught His disciples in the 
fishing scene of John 21. Under His 
direction their catch of fish had 
been phenomenal. They come to 
shore dragging the net full to 


breaking. Naturally they would ex- 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


and 


Bible and irreverence on Heaven. 


It is not the sad end, but the glo- 
|rious beginning. 
'say how sad it is that one should 
' die 


|as a scrapheap for the worn out/, 


is a tragedy, and we ask queru- 
lously in our unbelief, why? why? 
why? We feel that Heaven 1s) 
bearable all right when one has’ 
sucked dry all the pleasures of | 
earth. We feel that only after old 
age has come upon us, when life | 
is a burden, when health has failed, | 


| 


when we are in the way and our) 


children don’t want us, that then 


perhaps we should be resigned to} 


go to Heaven. We look upon Heav- 
en, subconsciously, God forgive us! 


and uscless, a kind of old people’s 
home which is better than nothing 
but not as good as this world, with 


youth and health and prosperity. 


Shame upon us! When we 
lament 
loved ones, we often make void our 


testimony, cast reflection upon the 


weep 


For the Christian. death is not} 
a tragedy but a glorious promotion. 


Sometimes people 


SO 
tion of 
tian dies, 
ous. Many of the fairest buds that) 


young, but that is a decep- | 
Satan. If a young Chris- | 
it is not sad but glori- | § 


ever grew on earth have blossomed | 


| joicing in Heaven. 


in Heaven. However much we miss | 
our loved ones when they fall | 
asleep, let us remember that our | 
mourning is selfish; there is re- 
Not one in that 
blessed land would, if they could, 
return to the decaying form they 
left, to live out the life they had 
planned, to see the happiest future 
they could imagine on this earth. 
This is the teaching of the Scrip- 
ture. Death for a sinner is hor- 
rible, but never to a child of God. 
Study the following Scriptures: 
“Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from hence- 
forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their 


labours; and their works do 
follow them” (Rev. 14:13). 
Blessed and happy are the 


Christian dead! 
“For to me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain. 
“But if I live m the flesh, 
this is the fruit of my labour; 
yet what I shall choose I wot 
not. 
“For Il am ina strait betwizt 
two, having a desire to depart, 
. and to be with Christ; which 
is far better’ (Phil. 1:21-23). 
To die is gain, says Paul by the 
oly Spirit. 
“Having a desire to depart, and 
to be with Christ; which is far bet- 
ter,’’ Paul said. It is gain, always 
gain, for a Christian to die. It is 
better, far better, to depart and be 
with Christ. Thus happy or for- 
tunate or blessed are the dead who 
“That where I am there ye may be 
also.” 

I can never quite realize how He 
loves me. I know He does for His 
V/ord telis me so, and He shows it 


J 


— 


According to the above scrip- 
tures, Christians should eagerly 
look forward to Heaven. For Je- 
sus to come today and take away 
His saints, His bride, would be 
blessed. But if Jesus does not come 
today, then blessed, how blessed 
and happy are those who die in 
Christ. 

We ought to sing songs about 
|'Heaven. We ought to long after 
its beauties. We ought to rejoice 
because of the certainty that one 
glad day before long we will be 
there. We ought to welcome with 
great joy the call that may come 
for us at any time. We ought truly 
to. be homesick for Heaven and 
willing to stay here on earth only 
that we may do the will of Christ 
and bless others in His name and 
work. 

Let us consider the great gain of 


one who dies and goes to Heaven. 


1. The Christian gains the pres- 


| ence of Christ at death. Paul said, 


at the death of our | 


“Having a desire to depart, and to 
e with Christ; which is far better’’ 
(Phil. 1:23). Paul longed to see 
Jesus and so should we. He spoke 
of being “absent from the, body, 
ana .*.-% present with the Lord.” 
Where Jesus is in Heaven, it is 
the desire of His dear heart that 


'we who love Him should be with 
| Him. 
| with a multitude of mercies day by 


He is now preparing a place 


day. His Spirit tells me so in my 
heart. And yet how sweet it will 
be when I can see Him in person. 
Then hope will change to glad 
fruition, faith to sight and prayer 
to praise. Then I can put my fin- 
ger on the nail prints and my hand 
in His side. Then I can hold His 
feet as did Mary Magdalene or 
lean upon His bosom as did John. 
It will be Heaven enough to be 
with Jesus. We love Him now hav- 
ing never seen Him. How we must 


| love Him when we see His face! 


2. To die will be gain and Heav- 


en will be glorious because we will 


see our loved ones again. My heart 
often sings the words of the old 
song, “I have a mother over yon- 
der” and “I have a father over 
yonder.” I know there are many in 
Heaven who long to see me. 


Did any of you see the boys 
come home from the World War? 
Did you hear the bedlam in an 
army camp when the Armistice 
was signed, when the nations laid 
down their arms and when every- 
body prepared to go home again 
to wife and mother and sweetheart 
and babies and home? I can never 
forget it. And surely that is only 
a faint picture of the joy when a 
saint goes home to God and meets 
all his loved ones again. My moth- 
er wanted to see her baby. She 
committed her orphan children in- 
to the tender hands of God, un- 
afraid and without fret, and turned 
her face beautifully toward Heaven. 

There is coming a good time 
when all the souls who ever sang, 
“God be with’ you till we meet 
again,”’ will meet at Jesus’ feet. 
The saints will ‘‘gather at the 
river.”’ They will come in from 
the east and the west and the 
north and the south and will sit 
down with Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob in the kingdom of God. I tell 
you, it will be glorious to meet 
our loved ones in Heaven. 

3. To die is gain for the Chris- 
tian because he will be done with 
sin. It was about his own sins and 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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The Sure Shepherd 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


pect to make their breakfast from 
their morning catch. But instead 
they found it all prepared 
found “a fire, and fish laid there- 
on, and bread.’ The Lord had a fire 
their hands had never kindled. 
had fish they never caught. He had 
bread they had not baked. He 
stood as a divine Servant whom 
they never had hired. And that is 
true today. God has fish we never 
caught; God has seeds we 
sowed: God has bread we 
baked: God has silver and gold 
never mined. And though 
may not now be any seeming need 
of trusting Him because He is bless- 
ine the toil, yet, if some day the 


never 
we 


be Shepherd? Does 
the Lord cease to be a Christian 
business man’s Shepherd because 
dull times have come in the busi- 
ness? Does the care fail because 
the toil fails? 

I well recall one year when the 
toil had failed for me. Broken 
health, with its need of an out-door 
life, had led me into the whole- 
sale ice business. One winter the 
ice had come and was ready to 
cut. I was standing on the river 
bank directing the operations of 
my workmen. Suddenly there came 
a crash; the crunching, and grind- 


our 


cease to 


of, “The ice is going!” 
their lives to the shore. The great 
field of ice, a mile in width, 
broken from its moorings and was 
rushing down the river. Instantly 
I realized that a break-up was oc- 
curring before my very eyes. At 


of my men near by saying, “‘There 
goes Mr. McC.’s bread and butter 


down the river And from the 
human standpoint that was true. 
For all my year’s business was be- 
ing swept away at my feet. The 
bread had ceased; the toil failed. 
But almost before the conscious- 


ness of what was taking place had 


laid hold of me there swept int 
my, heart a wondrous sense of 
peace and quiet as though some 


strong friend had laid hold to keep 
me in this sudden moment of test. 
The messengers who are “minister- 
ing spirits sent forth to minister 
to the heirs of glory’’ seemed very 
close to me that hour. All that day 
I walked by the river bank amid 


the wreckage of my year’s busi 
hess, yet seemingly the most un- 
concerned man upon the scene. J] 


seemed to be conscious of another 
Man within, keeping in peace the 
man who, naturally, would have 
been torn with disquiet and anxiety 
And so there was! And as the year 
went on God proved to me _ so 
beautifully that He could feed me 
with fish I had not caught myself. 
In wondrous ways, in ways known 
only to Himself and me He proved 
His shepherdship, and taught the 
sweet lesson that it eternal 
and unchangeable even when the 
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ordinary channels through which 
He had before kept me had failed. 

Again, because the Lord is my 
shepherd— 


| Shall Not Want — 


WHEN THE PURSE IS EMPTY 


forth His disciples 
with both purse and scrip, thus 

for them in the ordinary 
But He sent them out also 


Christ sent 


way. 


‘with neither purse nor scrip. And 


| when they returned they answered 


never | 


there | 


toil should fail, does He thereupon | 


His inquiry as to whether they had 
lacked anything by the single word 
“Nothing.” Our Lord here again 
teaches the same great, dual les- 
son. He cares for His children 
ordinarily through the purse tom- 


'mon to all, with its bit-of silver or 


gold But He is not limited to 
this. He remains our Shepherd 
when the purse is empty. And to 


those who trust Him when brought 
into that place of nothingness His 
care is just as perfect. 

Some of you have been reading 
the little book, “The Three-Fold 
secret of the Holy Spirit.” May I 
tell you the story of its circulation 
“without purse or scrip?” Its 
teaching came to me in a time of 
much suffering and groping after 
the truth, in my earlier Christian 
life. The light it brought was very 
precious to my soul. I long to pass 


on the blessing of it to as many 


others as possible. 
ing of breaking ice, and the cry | 
The next. 
instant I saw my men fleeing for | 


had | 


the same moment I overheard one | 


at the post office at | 
under the Act of} 
_circulation. of 


| 
| 


As 1 prayed 
about this a text was laid heavily 
upon my heart by the Spirit of 
God. It was this —- “Freely ye have 


received: freely give.” I presumed | 
“copiously, | 
But when I came to} 


the “freely” meant 
aboundingly.”’ 
look it up I found, somewhat to my 
surprise, that it meant 
price.’’ ‘‘Without price ye have re- 
ceived: without price give.” “Sure- 
ly,”’ I thought, “the gospel of Je- 
Christ is without price 
ceived, and without price givey. I 
will put it into God’s hands to be 
piven freely to all who desire its 
message.’ Shortly before I had met 
a young Christian business man 


SUS 


who was engaged in the free distri- | 


bution of religious leaflets. I told 
him what was upon my heart. He 
said, “If you. give your book to 
the Lord free, I will give my serv- 
ices free to circulate it.” So we two 
Christian laymen struck up a part- 
nership, I to write the books, he 
to print and scatter them. But we 
had no fund for this. And we real- 
ized that the Lord was sending us 
out “without purse or scrip,’’ if 


we were to go at all. So we began | 


to pray that He would give 
some earnest of His will and care 
in this matter. We had prayed 
about three weeks, when one day 
there came a letter from a stranger 
in a distant state. It ran like this: 
“These articles have been helpful 
to me, and I wish to help publish 
them in book form. Enclosed please 
find twenty-five cents.” That was 
our “dew upon the fleece.” It en- 
couraged our faith, and interces- 
sion, so we prayed on. After about 


would answer joyously, and with 
grateful hearts, “Nothing, Lord, 
nothing.” This is the story of our 
work as it has gone quietly on for 
more than fifteen years, with the 
Lord proving Himself, times with- 
out number, to be our Shepherd 
even when the purse was empty. 

Again, because the Lord is my 
Shepherd — 


| Shall Not Want — 
WHEN THE WOLF COMES 


Perhaps the wolf has not come 
into your fold - 
floods the fields. The summer airs 
are kissing your cheek. The pas- 
tures are sweet and ample for all 
needs. The flock is still about you 
without a break, without a wound, 
without a sorrow. But, friend, some 
day it will change. Yea, the wolf 
cometh! The serpent trail of sin 
may creep across some life near 


yond all seeming hope of purging. 
The body may go down in a swift, 
overwhelming physical collapse, 
which will test every atom of faith 


midnight imaginings and fill your 


“without | 


re- | 


US | 


-pay for its launching. 


_...dacked ye anything?” we would | 


two months there had come from 
various sources enough funds to 
issue the first edition of the little 
book, about one thousand copies. 
And then began this story. will 
you mark its wondrousness? We 
began to give out the book free, | 


to whomsoever asked. People would | 


write and request it sent to friends 
and enclose modest offerings to as- 
sist in the work. When the thou- 
sand books were gone we found 
ourselves in possession of a little 
free-will treasury of ninety dollars. 
With this we were enabled to pub- 
lish the second edition which num- | 
bered fifteen hundred copies. When | 
these were exhausted § sufficient 
funds had accumulated from offer- 
ines to publish a third edition of 
three thousand copies. These were 
no sooner distributed than enough 
money had come to issue a fourth 
edition of five thousand copies. 
While these were circulating suf- 
ficient funds flowed in for the fifth 
edition which was seven thousand. 
The tenth edition numbered thir- 
teen thousand. The book I hold in| 
my hand tonight is a copy of the 
twenty-fourth edition. With its is- | 
sue the little book has reached a 
one hundred and 
forty thousand copies. Whenever 
an edition’ was exhausted the Lord 
had sent enough money to publish 
the next. Whenever a new book 
was ready there was always 
enough extra in our treasury to 
We never 
have had overmuch, nor have we 
ever had too little. Every time 
God has met the need. And if He 
were to say today to us, “When I 
sent. you out without purse or scrip 


; 
| 


| 


shrinking soul with horror at the 
certainty of its coming realization. 
The door of some unspeakable in- 
stitution may yawn and swallow 
up some one you would a million- 
fold rather see in the grave and 
at rest with God. Yet, the wolf 
cometh but to kill and destroy in 
every life, and yours will be no 
exception. But remember when the 
wolf cometh He who gave His own 
life for the sheep will still abide 
your tender, saving, sheltering 
Shepherd. 

I remember, so vividly, when the 


'wolf came to°’me. My life was 
steadily shipping away under the 
stress of burdens too great for 
physical bearing. ‘The wolf had 
come to kill and destroy. I realized 
that. I could almost feel his hot 
breath in my face, almost hear his 
‘hoarse grow! of assured victory. 
'Day by day the strength kept 


vaning. There came emaciation so 
extreme that it seemed as though 
body and soul could scarcely hold 
together. My work seemed finished 
All through the weary weeks and 
months I stood face to face with 
the wolf-foe. ‘‘The night cometh 
when no man can work’ seemed 
'now to be my daily text. The woli 
had come into my life indeed. But 
how wonderfully the Shepherd was 
there, too! There was peace so deep 
|it seemed unfathomable, untouch- 
able. 
as to the end, though knowing it 
not, that no power seemed able to 
come at or break. 


i 


- yet. The sunlight | 


| this death?” 


HEAVEN--- 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


sinful nature that Paul cried out, 
“O wretched man that I am! who 
shall deliver me from the body of 
(Rom. 7:24). Then 


they that hunger and thirst after 
| righteousness shall be filled. Then 
the pure in heart shall see God. 
There will be no more tears of re- 


and dear to you and befoul it be- | 


in your being. The glitter of the) 
surgeon's knife may leap into your | 


There was rest in God’s will, | 


| There was such an undergirding | 


'kept my soul 


in a place of 


my staggering body was so weak 
it could scarcely recover itself from 


by the omnipotent hand of God as. 
un- | 
shakable power and victory, while | 


a chance miss-step or stumble as | 


it crept out into the needed sun- 
shine. And then came the turn. 


There was the first glint of assur- | 


ance as to the mind of God con- 
cerning the outcome; the first atom 
of returning strength; the 


won | 


drous, miraculous coming-back, by | 


leaps and bounds to the old health 
and vigor. And with it all was the 
joy of seeing that the Shepherd 
had been with me down into the 
lowest depths of my weakness; had 
taught me new and deeper lessons 
of dependence upon Himself; had 
once more beaten back the wolf 
into snarling, baffled defeat; and 
had proven, oh! so wondrously, 
that the Lord is our Shepherd 
when the wolf cometh! 


Trust Him when the wolf com- 
eth, dear friend. He knows all 
about the wolf. He Himself was 
rent by his bloody fangs. He laid 
down His life for the sheep under 
the wolf’s fierce onslaught. But 
He came back in resurrection glory 
and triumph from the gates of 
seeming defeat. And He will bring 
you through, too, if you but trust 
Him. 


It is the old story. You men and 
women know it with the head. But 
tonight I am telling you that it 
may go down into your lives as an 
everlasting fact. Because God is 
your Shepherd you shall never 
want. Whisper it to yourself when 
the shadow falls; whisper it when 
business failure is’ impending: 
whisper it when awful temptation 
is stealing into your soul: whis- 
per it to yourself as God’s great 
eternal truth. And as the waves 
of the sea dash themselves to 
nothingness upon the granite cliffs 
that rear themselves against them, 
so shall all temptations of the ad- 


pentance for the blessed ones who 
died in the Lord and thus who 
have gone to be with Him. 


4. There will be no more grief 
of sinful companions. Lot vexed 
his righteous soul with the unlaw- 
ful deeds of the men of Sodom. 
Samuel broke his heart and cried 
to the Lord all night because of 


versary dash themselves to pieces 
against your quiet faith in the 
Shepherd; and as the enemy comes 
in like a fiood, the spirit of God 
will uplift this blessed standard 
for you: 


The Lord 1s 
(therefore) 


my Shepherd; 
I shall not want.’ 
0 


Scriptures Made Clear Through 
Editor's Books on Revelation 
and Daniel 


“Dear Brother Rice: Some time 
ago I ordered Bible Lessons on the 
Book of Revelation, and*on The 
Second Coming of Christ in Dan- 
iel, and one on First Corinthians, 
and I wish I could tell you how 
much I have enjoyed them. I have 
been able to understand some parts 
of the Scriptures that I have 


ed to understand for years. I have 
asked a number of preachers about 
them, but no one had ever 
plained them to my 
but those little books have 
[ have so 


long.”’ 


wanted to know for so 


Mrs. J. BE. 
Eustace, Texas. 


CX- | 
satisfaction. | 
made | 
clear to my mind the things that | 


SS SS 


the sins of Saul and because God 
rejected Saul from being king. 
Jeremiah had a fire in his bones, 
and Paul had unceasing pain for 
his brethren according to the flesh 
who rejected Paul’s Saviour and 
went on their way to Hell. Chris- 
tians in this world sadly need the 
admonition, “Fret not thyself be- 
cause of evil doers, neither be thou 
envious against the workers of in- 
iquity’’ (Psa. 37:1). Praise God, 
in Heaven there will be no sin 
about us, no bad companions, no 
persecutors! 

It is a constant grief to me that 


I must sometimes eat where beer . 


is advertised on the menu or in 
neon signs on the walls. In Heav- 
en there will be none of that, for 
the drunkards shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God (I Cor. 6:9, 10). 
Here men take God’s name in vain, 
but in Heaven the Cherubim cry, 
“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Al- 
mighty.” So the Christian will gain 
in Heaven complete freedom from 
the sorrows of surrounding sin. 
How blessed to die in the Lord! 

5. In Heaven our tears will be 
dried and sorrowing hearts will 
be comforted. 


Abraham said to the rich man in 
Hell about Lazarus, ““‘Now he is 
comforted, and thou art torment- 
ed’’ (Luke 16:25). 


The Saviour said, “Blessed are 
they that mourn: for they shall 
be comforted” (Matt. 5:4). Much 
of this comfort we will never re- 
ceive until we get to Heaven. 
Truly, “Weeping may endure for 
a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning” (Psa. 30:5). When the 
Christian dies he loses his sorrows. 


If one glistening tear can statn_the 
studied and searched and so want- | : 
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HEAVEN--- 
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pure face of a saint in glory, then 
God Himself will wipe away that 
tear and comfort with His own 
endearments all who have sor- 
rowed! Pain will be forgotten. 
Poverty will turn into riches! 


“There’s no disappointment in 
heaven, 

No weariness, sorrow or pain; 

No hearts that are bleeding and 
broken, 

No song with a minor refrain; 

The clouds of our earthly horizon 

Will never appear in the sky, 

For all will be sunshine and glad- 
ness, 

With never a sob nor a sigh. 


“We'll never pay rent for our man- 
sion, 

The taxes will never come due; 

Our garments will never grow 
threadbare, 

But always be fadeless and new; 

We'll never be hungry nor thirsty, 

Nor languish in poverty there, 

For all the rich bounties of heaven 

His sanctified children will share. 


“There'll never be crepe on the 
door-knob, 

No funeral train in the sky; 

No graves on the hillsides of glory, 

For there we shall never more die; 

The old will be young there for- 
ever, 

Transformed in a moment of time; 

Immortal we'll stand in His like- 
ness, 

The stars and the sun to out-shine.’’ 


Let all the saints who 
here know that Heaven is a piace 
of comfort. “Earth has no sorrows 
that Heaven cannot heal.” To die, 


a Christian gains the comfort of | 


Heaven. 


6. Then a Christian who dies 
gains rest. Let us not complain 


if here we labor. We are command- 


SOrrow | 
“Here so many are taking vaca- | 


| 


| What a wonderful time that must 


| 


ment. But all such men should look 
forward to the glad day when 
weary hands may fold themselves. 
I think for tired Christians it will 
surely be wonderful to sit on the 
bank of the river of life, in the 
Shade of trees that bear twelve 
manner of fruits and whose leaves 
are for the healing of the nations! 
“Yea, saith the Spirit, they shall 
rest from their labours!” 

Dad can never lay down the bur- 
den of making a living. There 
are clothes to buy, there is rent to 
pay, there are mouths to feed. And 
many a mother has an unceasing 
round of duties that never end. 
There is no forty hour a week for 
her. She has no office hours. She 
has no time to be sick, no time 
for vacation, no time for study, 
no time to rest. And often enough 
a dear mother feels that she hardly 
has time to pray! Let every tired 
and overburdened Christian rejoice 
in the comforting fact that one day 
he shall rest from his labors while 
his work goes on. Rest is part of 
the wonderful gain of one who dies 
in the Lord. 

Hard labor is part of the curse 
put on mankind because of sin. 
The thorns and briars in the field, 
the travail and sorrow of mother- 
hood, all the bread which mankind 
must eat in the sweat of his brow 
and unceasing labor is the fruit of 
sin. When God reaches down and 
takes one of His children out of 
this world of sin, then he is done 
with toil and finds rest from his 
labor. 

Many a Christian has found joy 


_in the words of the song by Her- 


bert Buffum: 


tion, 

To the mountains, the lakes or the 
sea; 

Where they rest from their cares 
and their worries— 


be! 


ed: “Let us not be weary in well | But it seems not my lot to be like 
doing: for in due season we shall | 


reap, if we faint not” (Gal. 6:9). 
The Lord Jesus said, “I must work 
the works of him that sent me, 
while it is day: the night cometh, 
when no man can work” (John 
9:4). Paul declared that he was a 
greater apostle in that he was “in 
labours more abundant” (II Cor. 
11:23). He labored “night and day 
with tears’ (Acts 20:31) as he 
warned men both publicly and 
from house to house. Paul literal- 
ly nearly killed himself with over- 
work (II Cor. 1:8). It is a shame- 
ful thing for a Christian worker, 
for a preacher or soul winner to be 
lazy. The harvest is white now and 
we must work. But, thank God, 
there comes a time of rest. Death 
means for a Christian sweet rest! 


That is part of the blessedness 
which the Scriptures promise to 
those who die in the Lord: “And 
I heard a voice from heaven say- 
ing unto me, Write, Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth: Yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may REST from 
their labours; and their works do 
follow them” (Rev. 14:13). Rest! 
The dear preacher friend of mine 
who was suddenly killed the other 
day had started to drive more than 
900 miles in half a night and a day, 
to start a new series of revival 
services. Though a young man, he 
was burdened with many, many 
duties, and he bore them with great 
joy because he wanted to make full 
proof of his ministry. He preached 
the Word, being instant in season 
and out of season. He endured 
hardness as a good soldier of Je- 
sus Christ. But now he will never 
need to hurry anymore. He is 
resting from his labors and his 
works do follow him. 


How sweet it must be for a saint 
in Heaven to lay aside all the cares 
and burdens and know that his 
works go on. 

Youth feels sometimes it will 
never grow tired. Youth longs for 
the fight, for the toil, for the chal- 
lenge to strength and endurance. 
But after awhile one begins to 
grow weary, not tired of the work 
but tired in it. Many a preacher 
sometimes thinks of the time when 
he will sit under green trees or 
paddle in cool waters or meditate 
amid the grandeur of the moun- 
tains or by the seashore or perhaps 
simply rest at home with wife and 
children. And yet for multitudes 
of preachers and other Christians 
as well, that time never comes. 
The vacation time is postponed, the 
honeymoon trip is never taken, 
there ig no time for the little outing 
or the visit to the children or the 
quiet rest for study and refresh- 


them, 
I must toil thru the heat and the 
cold 


Seeking out the lost sheep on the | 


mountains, 

Bringing wanderers back to the 
fold. e 

Chorus 

“When I take my vacation in 
Heaven, 

What a wonderful time that will 


be! 


Hearing concerts by the heavenly | 


chorus. 

And the face of my Saviour [ll 
see. 

Sitting down on the banks of the 
river, 

‘Neath the shade of the Evergreen 
Tree 

I shall rest from my burdens for- 
ever— 

Won’t you spend your vacation | 
with me?” 

There is rest, sweet rest, in| 
Heaven. | 


To the souls under the altar in 
Heaven John says, “White robes 
were given unto every one of 
them; and it was said unto them, 
that they should rest...” (Rev. 
6:11). 

7. To die is to gain eternal re- 
wards. One reason it is so blessed 
to die in the Lord is that then one 
enters into the fruit of all his 
labor and begins to enjoy all the 
treasure laid up in Heaven. 

No doubt this thought put the 
ring of glory in Paul’s last cry of 
exultation when he wrote to Tim- 
othy: 

“For I am now ready to be 
offered, and the time of my de- 
parture is at hand. 

“T have fought a good fight, 

I have finished my course, I 

have kept the faith: 

“Henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me 
at that day: and not to me 
only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing” 
(II Tim. 4:6-8). 

I know that part of the Chris- 
tian’s reward will be reigning with 
Christ when He comes in glory and 
when the bodies of the saints are 
all raised. Then the twelve apos- 
tles shall sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Is- 
rael. Then to one Christ will say, 
“Thou hast been faithful over a 
very little, have thou authority 
over ten cities,” and to another, 
“Be thou also over five cities” 
(Luke 19:17, 19). But Paul knew 
that when he departed to be with 
Christ he would have an inex- 
pressible joy of seeing souls come 
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Miss Fairy Shappard 
Goes To Moody 
Bible Institute 


By Miss LARUE RODGERS 


Friends and readers of “The 
Sword” will be happy to know that 
Miss Fairy Shappard who has 
worked with The Sword of the 
Lord for four years had the priv- 
ilege of leaving for Moody Bible 
Institute last Tuesday morning at 
1:00 o’clock. Miss Fairy had been 
praying about going to Moody 
since Brothér Chenault was here in 
a meeting and he had placed great 
emphasis on young people training 
for Christian service at this fine 
institute, 


After church services last Sun- 
day night a time of prayer and 
meditation was spent in the editor’s 
home about Miss Shappard’s go- 
ing. A short time after midnight 
a telegram of inquiry and recom- 
mendation from the editor was sent 
to the Dean of Women at Moody. 
A prompt reply came early Mon- 
day morning for Miss Shappard to 
come immediately. 

With the help of co-office work- 
ers and friends Miss Fairy began 
to complete plans for leaving. She 
drove to Waxahachie in the after- 
noon for a brief time with her 
mother and other friends. In the 
meantime the editor and his wife 
had friends to arrange to come for 
an informal reception and farewell 
at their home. Sweet singing, 
(prayer and Christian fellowship 
/was enjoyed by a host of friends. 
Miss Fairy was showered with 
lovely gifts and offerings from her 
‘many friends and her Sunday 
School class. 


After last minute packing de- 
tails were finished Miss Fairy was 
accompanied by loved ones to the 
bus station down town and after 
a sad, yet happy time of good-bye 
she was on her way to Chicago. 

May friends and readers every- 
where pray for her while she is 
there that she will be a greater 
blessing than ever before and that 
the dear Saviour will provide in a 
material way the things she will 
need to obtain this Christian train- 
ing. 


‘home to God whom he had won. 
|His works would follow him! 

The prophet Daniel foresaw that 
'“They that be wise shall shine as 
ithe brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to right- 
-eousness as the stars for ever and 
ever” (Dan. 12:3). Surely a part 
\of that eternal glory and reward 
_begins when a Christian dies and 
enters Heaven. 


| 

‘Vi. Christ the Way to Heaven; 
| How To Make Sure You Are 
| Going There 


How to get to Heaven is the 
question that has burdened men’s 
hearts in every clime and every age 
since Adam sinned. Every heathen 
religion has its heaven of some 
kind, a place of blessedness here- 
after, to be earnestly desired and 
sought for. Whether it is called 
“The Happy Hunting Ground” or 
“Nirvana” or something else, men 
long for Heaven. To make sure of 
gaining Heaven men have brought 
gifts to witch doctors, have made 
sacrifices to their gods, have paid 
money to priests and have tor- 
tured themselves with unspeakable 
pains. Men have offered their sons 
into the fiery iron arms of Moloch 
and women have thrown their ba- 
bies to the crocodiles of the Gan- 
ges River hoping to gain Heaven. 
Pilgrims have traversed burning 
deserts to bow at Mecca, and cru- 
saders have fought their way to 
Jerusalem to gain the assurance of 
peace and forgiveness hereafter. 
The fasting vigils of monks in 
their cells, or the deeds of peni- 
tents who climbed stone stairs on 
bare knees, and the millions of 
prayers, Ave Maria’s, or Pater- 
nosters counted on rosary beads 
have been with a hope of gaining 
Heaven. Men seek a way to Heav- 
en in the waters of baptism, in 
the confessional box, or in the 
bread and*“wine of the Lord’s Sup- 
per. They seek Heaven by lodge 
rites, by giving gifts to the poor, 
and by righteous deeds. Every hu- 
man heart longs to make sure of 
blessedness and peace and happi- 
ness hereafter. But none of these 
are the way to Heaven! 

When Jesus in the fourteenth 
chapter of John assured His dis- 
ciples of the many mansions in 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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Addressed to the 


30 GOOD NEWS. Robert Boyd. A simple presentation of the Gospel. 
It helped Moody. 
19 GOOD TIDINGS. Talmage, Spurgeon, Jos. Parker, and McNeill on 


the Birth of Jesus. 


5 HEAVEN and HOW TO GET THERE. D. L. Moody. Assurance of 
the certainty, happiness, riches and rewards of the life eternal. 


LIVING CHRIST, THE. Will H. 
the general theme of salvation. 


Houghton. Popular sermons .on 


58 NAAMAN THE SYRIAN. A. B. Mackay. Few novels more fascinat- 
ing than this story type of salvation. 
48 PRODIGAL, THE. This great salvation story told by Moody, Moor- 


house, Spurgeon, Talmage, and Aitkens 


21 SELECT SERMONS. D. L. Moody. 
heart: the author's famous sermon on 


20 SOVEREIGN GRACE. D. L. Moody. Grace, works, 
clear. How to become and be a child of God. 


26 SOWING AND REAPING. D. L. Moody. 
course of sin and unbelief. 


SUNDAY NIGHT TALKS. J. C. 
sages. 


A SURE REMEDY PRESCRIBED BY THE DOCTOR. Walter L. 
Wilson, M.D. Gospel messages for troubled hearts. 


UP FROM SIN. Len G. Broughton. Addresses to the unsaved, chief- 
ly. Quickening. 
60 WEIGHED AND WANTING. 
tory in Christ. 


2 WAY TO GOD, THE. 
books ever published. 


56 WHAT IS FAITH? Great answers by Finlayson, Spurgeon, Aitken, 
Maclaren, and Moody. 


11 BIBLE CHARACTERS. D. L. Moody. Instructive sketches of the 
lives of Enoch, Jacob, Lot, Daniel and John the Baptist. 


127 BIBLE PROBLEMS EXPLAINED. James M. Gray. Replies to ever- 
recurring questions of Bible doctines and Christian belief and con- 
duct. 


Gospel appeals that reach the 
“excuses included. 


and law made 
A powerful warning of the 


Massee. Soul-stirring gospel mes- 


D. L. Moody. Tested by the law; vic- 


D. L. Moody. One of the greatest salvation 


137 BIRD'S-EYE BIBLE STUDY. Alexander Patterson. Excellent for a 
beginning Bible class of adults. 
116 DIFFICULTIES IN THE BIBLE. R. A. Torrey. ‘‘Difficulties,’’ and 


alleged errors and contradictions effectively treated. 


159 IS THE BIBLE THE WORD OF GOD? W. Graham Scroggie. A 
scholarly discourse refuting arguments against inspiration. 

161 METHODS OF BIBLH&H STUDY. W. H. Griffith Thomas. 
book for guiding home Bible study. 


71 MEN OF THE BIBLE. D. L. Moody. Talks on Abraham, Moses, 
Naaman, Nehemiah, Herod, John the Baptist, man born blind, Jo- 
seph of Arimathea, and the penitent thief. 


64 OUR BIBLE. Chas. Leach and R. A. Torrey. 
why believe it is the Word of God. 


An ideal 


How we got it, and 


132 RUTH. THE MOABITESS. Henry Moorhouse. With four other de- 
lightful and instructive Bible readings. 
154 THINKING WITH GOD. Norman H. Camp. A brief Bible course 


for inquiring young ge oe with memory verses and questions, em- 

bracing ten important themes. Helpful to parents and teachers. 

65 ALONE IN LONDON. Hesba Stretton. A gospel story of touching 
sweetness. Appeals to both boys and girls. 

BURTON STREET FOLKS. Anna P. Wright. A gospel story, with 
a temperance setting, designed to reveal the power of an all-suffi- 
cient Saviour in a life once sinful. 

(Available in fine cloth covers, 75c) 

BY WAYS APPOINTED. Briggs, Dingman. A story of Christian 
youth, experiences in college, love, and foreign missionary service 
in Brazil, created and given to us by a young and gifted Salva- 
tion Army Captain. 

(Available in fine cloth covers, 75c) 

57 CHRISTIE'S OLD ORGAN. Mrs. O. F. Walton. A famous and effec- 
tive gospel tale, of which Mr. Moody was very fond, appealing 
strongly to boys and young men. 

COMPETING ARTISTS, THE. Sara C. Palmer. Portrays the life of 
an artist facing the danger of the “unequal yoke,’’ 

(Available in fine cloth covers, 75c) 

61 CREW OF THE DOLPHIN, THE. Hesba Stretton. A Christian 
story of sea-going life, appealing especially to boys and young men. 

FORTY-EIGHT BERNARD STREET. Mrs. 5. R. Graham Clark. 
How the grace of God in the heart of a crippled child worked to 
turn many to righteousness. 

(Available in fine cloth covers, 75c) 

90 LITTLE KING DAVIE. Nellie Hellis. Pictures the sorrows and joys 
of a London waif. 

LITTLE SHEPHERD, THE. Anna Potter Wright. 
touching the hearts of both young and old. 

87 MISSIONARY PENNY, A. L.C.W. For young people, showing 

God's grace in bringing all things to pass for good. 
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His Father’s house that He was 
preparing for His dear ones, He 
said, ““And whither I go ye know, 
and the way ye know” 


there, for the doubt he expressed 
that day has clouded many another 
heart since, and Jesus answered us 
as He answered Thomas. Thomas 
said, “Lord, we know not whither 
thou goest; and how can we know 


the way?’ Thomas wanted to 
know the way to Heaven! Jesus 


“answered back, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.” 


Jesus Himself is the way to 
Heaven. Our so-called Christian 
Science friends (with the doctrine 
that denies science and so cannot 
be scientific and denies the Bible 
so cannot be Christian) calls Jesus 
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“The Wayshower.”’ 


(John 14: | selves to Heaven. They would like 


4). I am glad that Thomas was | 


'to Heaven. 


| unto ME, and drink.’’ 
| Matthew 


laden, 


But that name 


does not give Christ His due. Je- 


sus is not the wayshower, He is 
the Way Himself. Jesus is the way 
'to Heaven and no man ever came 
to the Father but by Him. 


Men would like xo take them- 
for the church to take them to 
Heaven. They would like for their 
good deeds or their prayers or 
their alms to the poor to pay their 
way, but that is not God's way. 
Jesus Himself is the only way to 
Heaven. He is the “strait gate.”’ 
He is the “narrow way.” Every 
other way is not a way to Heaven 
but the broad way that leads to de- 
struction. 

Jesus repeatedly said that He 
was the way to salvation, the way 
He said in John 7:37, 
let him come 
He said in 
11:28, “Come unto ME, 
all ye that labour and are heavy 
and I will give you rest.” 
True rest, true salvation, true for- 
giveness is not found by member- 
ship in a church nor by baptism 


“If any man thirst, 


| 
| nor by righteous living. It is found 
jin Christ alone. 

Peter summed up ali the Old 


Testament when he said to Cor- 
nelius and his household, “To him 


| give all the prophets witness, that 


through his name whosoever be- 
lieveth in him shall receive remis- 
sion of sins” (Acts 10:43). 
what Paul and Barnabas preached 
in Acts 13:38, 39, at Antioch in 
Pisidia. Paul said, “Be it known 
unto you therefore, men and breth- 
ren, 
preached unto you the forgiveness 
of sins: And by him all that be- 


That is) 


that through this man is| 


lieve are justified from all things, | 


from which ye could not be justi- 
fied by the law of Moses.”’ God has 
given salvation to men. God has 
given us eternul life. God wants 
Heaven to be filled with the re- 
deemed. But this gift of everlast- 
ing life is given through His son. 


“This is the record, that God hath | 


given to us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. He that hath 
the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life’ 
(I John 5:11, 12). 

Today if you have Jesus, you 
have salvation. If you have Christ, 
you have the way to Heaven. 

Christ died to open the way to 
Heaven. His blood poured out on 
Calvary paid for man’s sins. When 
Jesus died the veil of the temple 
was torn in two from the top to 
the bottom (Matt. 27:51). God 
gave Jesus to die and in the death 
of His son every barrier between 
man and God was torn down and 
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| redeemed 


now whosoever will may come for 
pardon and salvation and come 
safely home to Heaven. 

The same Jesus who died rose 
again. His death paid for sin. His 
resurrection made Him our High 
Priest. He died for our sins. He 
arose for our justification (Rom. 
4:25). Everything about salvation, 
Jesus did it. 

And now the same Jesus who 
died to prepare sinners for Heaven 
has gone to prepare Heaven for 
forgiven sinners! He said, “I go 
to prepare a place for you. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also” (John 14:2, 
3). He died and rose to prepare 
sinners for Heaven. He is now pre- 
paring Heaven for sinners, and one 
day He is coming to take all the 
Sinners to Himself 


Heaven. That is what He plainly 


said to His disciples. Don’t you 
see that there is no way that any 


man could reach Heaven 
through Christ alone? 

And now the way to Heaven is 
open. The blood has already been 
Shed. Jesus did it Himself. And 
when He died He said, “It is fin- 
ished” (John 19:30). The way to 
Heaven is finished. The price for 
sin is finished. 
ration of Heaven itself will be fin- 


except 


ished and Christ will come for all 


His redeemed ones. 


Don’t you see that the Lord Je- 


Sus has opened the way and all who 


| will 


today of Heaven‘ 
| deeds, 
|not by joining the church 


may go to Heaven? 
Now 
that is 


for not the way; 


and be- 


in | 


| 


Heaven. Yet as he talked about 
it, there was no grief, no doubt, no 
fear, but only a glad faith, a glo- 
rious expectation, ° 

You, too, can have the perfect 
assurance of Heaven. Simply trust 


Christ for forgiveness. Receive 
Him into your heart and then rest 
your soul upon His good word. He 
said, ‘‘Him that cometh to me I will 
in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). 


Jesus Himself is the way to 
Heaven and if you trust Him to 
take you there, your soul is safe 
for a happy eternity. 

If you will make sure today of 
Heaven, receive Christ as your 
Saviour and trust Him to take you 
safe to Heaven, then won’t you teil 
me so? If you can do so with an 
honest heart before God, will you 
sign the following decision, or 
write me on a post card or letter 


‘and send it to me? 


| Rev. 


John R. Rice 


207 South Beckley 


Dallas, Texas 
Dear Brother Rice: 


I want to go to Heaven. I want 
to meet Christian loved ones and 


friends and to meet Christ in peace 


And soon the prepa- | 


how can a man make sure | 
Not by his good 


| 


‘in Heaven, 


I know that I am a 
sinner deserving Hell. But here and 
now I trust Christ as the only way 
to Heaven. I trust Him to forgive 
my sins and change my heart. I! 
trust Him to prepare a place for 
me. With all my heart I receive 
Him today as my Saviour and Lord 
and depend on Him alone to take 
me to Heaven. This day I trust 
Him in my heart and claim Him 
before men. 
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|ing baptized, for the church is not | 
the way, and rites and ceremonies 
are not the way; not by being 
good, for that is not the way to 
Heaven. The only way to make 
sure of Heaven is to receive Jesus | 
Christ into your heart, receive Him 
as your Saviour, receive Him as 
your hope to the way’to Heaven. 
Salvation is a free gift. 

You remember that Jesus said, | 
“Flim that cometh to ME I-wili in 
no wise cast out” (John 6:37). 
Won't you today come to Him in} 
your heart’? The Bible says that 
“whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved” 
(Romans 10:13). 

Jesus said, “‘Behoild, I stand at 
the door and knock: if any man/| 
hear my voice, d open the door, 
|I will come in” (Rev. 3:20). You] 


See you only have 


and let Jesus in, and then, thank 


God, you are sure of Heaven. 

It is the same thing that God 
meant in John 1:12. “But as many 
-as received him, (Jesus) to them 


on 
| receive 
'heart 


God with me. 


?;/ to stay 
:/| man, a saint of nearly eighty years, 
;| told me of the glad assurance he 
has that Heaven is his home. 


‘is weak.” 


gave he 
of God, 


power to become the sons 
even to them that believe 
his name.” If today you will 
Him, simply open your 
and trust Him to come in, 
then He gives you the power to be- 
come the child of God and guaran- 
tees a home in Heaven. I beg you 


today to see that Jesus is the way 
'to Heaven. 


You can be sure of heaven. 
Yesterday evening I sat on the 


front porch of a very humble little 
‘home. There live an elderly couple, 


their only support a few dollars a 
month. Yet they sat and praised 
I sang to them ‘No 


Disappointment in Heaven,” and 


'| they wept for joy and praised God 


perfectly content 
The 


They are 
and yet eager to go. 


aloud. 


In 
|'the midst of His praises he placed 
his hand over his heart and said, 
“T have talked too much. My heart 
One of these days very 
likely that old heart will stop beat- 
ing and the angels will carry my 
dear brother straight home to 


to open the door | 
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